
DATES TO REMEMBER

NOVEMBER
1              Melbourne Cup Holiday
2             School Council Meeting
9             Astronomy Night with Emma from VSSC
11            Professional Practice Day (Students do not attend school)
16           Additional Kindergarten Day (four year old group)
26           State Election Day

DECEMBER
5 - 9        Secondary School Surf Camp
7             Additional Kindergarten Day (four year old group)
19            Last School Day for Students
20           Last School Day for Staff 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

At the time of writing my Principal’s report, I often reflect on recent weeks 
and what is coming up in the immediate future.
This always reminds me of the reasons why I became a teacher. I always 
found school fun, safe, predictable and there were lots of nice people in my 
class including many of my teachers. I frequently think of this when 
interacting with students, staff and the community. I am always thinking of 
ways to increase engagement and how we can create the best learning 
environment for kids, what activities and events we can organise to teach 
them about themselves and the wider world that exists beyond their local 
area. We need to constantly search for ways of connecting with students, to 
help them realise their potential, to teach them to follow their dreams. YES, 
I understand that sounds fluffy and airy fairy – I can’t deny that, but don’t 
miss the point. Kids need to know that they can do so much more than they 
realise and they need to understand the world, their world, is full of
opportunities that they should go after and strive for.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK CONTINUED

Since arriving at Werrimull, I have enjoyed seeing kids stand and look at the 
ocean for the first time, I have enjoyed seeing kids watch snow fall for the 
first time and most recently I watched kids pan for, and actually find, gold – 
literally! None of these things happen sitting at a desk in a classroom. That 
doesn’t mean sitting at a desk isn’t important, it is. I continue to encourage 
teachers to analyse student data and to use it as a starting point for future 
planning to challenge students, as they move to the next level in their 
studies. Ideally, the aim is to make links from the classroom to the real 
world. We want to provoke thinking and encourage curiosity about all 
things.

Recently we have had Footy Colours Day, distributed bikes, resolved some 
student issues, Year 9 students went to Rubicon (briefly), Kindergarten 
photos, Upper Primary Ballarat/Melbourne camp as well as numerous in- 
school activities including breakfast club, sausage sizzle and pub lunches. 
We also have the gazebo up! There are still seats and the floor (decking) to 
be installed, but I am pleased to say we have the main structure up and it 
looks great. The best thing is – it didn’t cost the school because I applied for 
a grant and received $32,000 for the purpose of creating an outdoor, under 
cover learning space! 

After this week we have only seven weeks left this year. Some things that 
are planned include exams, reporting and assessment, Junior School 
Council events, the secondary surf camp, graduation celebration for John 
and don’t forget, we also have the state election on November 26th!

At this time of year we are looking at planning for 2023. We look 
particularly close at budgets, staffing profile and workforce plan. Before we 
establish timetables we need to be clear on student numbers/enrolments 
which impacts the staffing allocation. Essentially, the more students we 
have enrolled, the more money we have to pay for staff. 

Jim Hill
Principal
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Happenings in 
Lower Primary

THE PIPELINE

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RESILIENCEISSUE 19 - 3 NOVEMBER 2022 PAGE | 03

FROM THE PRIMARY AREA
Happenings in Upper

Primary

All primary students 

are encouraged to 

read 40+ nights this 

Term. The reward will 

be a pool party.

What a week we had on the Ballarat/Melbourne

Camp! Students showed great manners and

behaviour on camp, with many comments being

made by many people from the venues we visited.

It is now back to business at school, with students

continuing their investigation in to the Gold Rush

era and the Eureka Stockade. 

As we near report writing time, students will begin

to undergo a variety of assessments. 

-Mrs McCoy

This week we welcome back Mrs

Harris who is teaching the P-3

students for Literacy and

Mathematics.

Students have completed their

learning focus on Shape and

Geometry and are now exploring

Fractions. 

In Literacy we have begun looking at

Poetry and introduced students to the

hilarious poems of Aaron Blabey with

'Thelma the Unicorn'. Students will be

learning poetry skills to create their

own exciting poems.

Grouping different types of angles.



THE PIPELINE

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RESILIENCEISSUE 19 - 3 NOVEMBER 2022 PAGE | 04

FROM THE SECONDARY HUB

 

9/10 SOSE

The Year 9/10 SOSE students have begun 
their new unit 'Business and Economics'. 

Their first topic in this unit is 'Banking'. This 
week students have learned about the 

functions of banks, how banks make profit, 
and how to open a bank account. Looking 

forward, they will learn about loans and debt, 
how to avoid scams, the risks and benefits 
associated with investing, and developing a 

personal budget. This unit is focusing on 
expanding our students' financial literacy and 

preparing them to be able to effectively 
manage their finances through authentic 

learning.

Marvellous Mathematics
Students have been learning about 

graphs and statistical measures. In this 
activity, Year 9/10 students had to match 

up summary statistics with the correct 
histogram. A challenging task which 

required theory, application, and brain 
power!
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On Monday all the kids who were going on
camp had to go to the school and wait for

the bus to come and pick us up. It was a five
or six hour drive to Ballarat. We stopped at
Birchip for food and saw a bull statue. We

went to a bakery and ate food like pies and
salad rolls. When we got to the Big4 in

Ballarat, we went to our cabin and put our
stuff in the bedrooms. We got changed to go
to the spa but we went to the games room
first. We played air hockey and some other
games. Then we went to the spa and swam
for a bit and played keepys off. Barry cooked
us sausages in bread and then we went to

the playground and played tag for a bit. Back
in our cabin, we got dressed and we went to

bed.
-Odyssey

 
 

Ballarat and Melbourne Camp

On Tuesday the 25th of October we went up to Sovereign Hill. First we
went underground and there was this guy talking to us from a speaker
and there was a waterfall. We then went panning for gold and I found
seven little flakes of gold.  We visited the gold smelter where the man

melted down a gold bar turning it into liquid then he put it into a mold to
turn it into a gold bar again. We all got to hold the 3kg bar and it was

worth $260,000. After that we went to the bakery for lunch and played
on the big playground.

We then watched them make raspberry drops and we got to taste test
some. They were really good.  Then we went to the candle factory and

made candles. To make the coloured candles you have to dip the
candle in wax then dip it in water. After that we went bowling. When

you roll the ball down the lane you have to go down and stand the pins
back up. We then got our picture taken in old clothes. After buying

some lollies we walked back to the Big4.
 When we got back we went for a swim but it was to cold so I got out to
go play in the game room. We had some pizza and then we went back

to Sovereign Hill to see the Aura light show.
-Oliver

 

On Tuesday the 25th of October we had to get up early because
we were going to Sovereign Hill. We had to walk from the Big4
Park to Sovereign Hill, which took us around five minutes to get
there. Once we got there we went into the Sovereign Hill town. It
felt like I had traveled back in time as soon as I stepped through
the gates. There were people with accents from the 1850 as well

as the clothes. 
Firstly we went underground on a voice recorded guided tour. It
was awesome because we saw a projection of a miner and the
welcome nugget. After we went underground we went to pan for
our own gold. I found 14 little flakes (Eureka!!!). When we were

done panning we watched a man melt and mold some gold into a
bar. Each kid from Werrimull got to hold the gold bar and by the

way it was worth $260,000!!! 
After that we went to the Hope Bakery where we ate our lunch

and then we played on the big play ground they had there. 
After that we went to the Brown's Confectionery where we

watched raspberry drops being made. At the end we got to try
some. They were to die for. We then went on a horse and buggy
ride around Sovereign Hill. We then went to dip candles in the

candle factory. After we played 1850 style bowling. It was a long
way to go to reset the pins. 

After we had our photo taken like we were in the 1850s. We were
dressed like miners and Mr Hill was a policeman so we steered
clear of him, we didn’t have our mining licences!!! After we had
our photos taken we went to the confectionery shop for some
lollies - some money was spent there!!! We then went home to

have a swim in the pool and to eat some scrumptious Pizza Hut.
Soon we were piling into the the bus heading back for Sovereign
Hill for the night show called AURA. There was a 3D light show
and other light projected shows. It was a big day and night but it

was definitely  the best on camp
-Max
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On Wednesday we went to Xtreme Bounce
for two hours and then we went to
Melbourne. We went for a walk around the
MCG. Max, Oliver, Travis Ody, Barry, Mrs
Carter and Mrs McCoy went to the Eureka
Skydeck, while the rest of us stayed with Mr
Hill. We went to 7Eleven to get a slurpee
and some food, we also went to the Bourke
Street Mall and China town. - by Zana

 

On Wednesday we woke up to go to Extreme
Bounce. We had a lot of fun bouncing around for two
hours! We then got on the bus to go to Melbourne.
There we walked around the MCG, admiring the

statues that lined the perimeter. We proceeded to
split into two groups - one was to go to the

observation deck of Eureka Sky deck and the other
to walk around and get snacks and drinks. We all
met at the entrance of Chinatown, where we even

met with my sister.
 We had a fabulous dinner at a lovely Chinese

restaurant. Once we had all eaten, we got up and
left for Princess Theatre. We finally got there and sat

down to watch Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.
We were all awe-inspired and stunned by the

amazing show and the awesome special effects. We
left the theatre amazed and shocked. We then

started the long ride back to Ballarat. We were all
sleepy at this point, with most of us falling asleep on

the bus ride home.
-Chris

On Wednesday 26th of November, we went to Xtreme Bounce. We first went in the air bag area and
jumped from a board, and then we went in Wipe Out and we fell a lot. We played dodge ball with
random teenagers. We won once and they won once. After that we went on the bus to go back to

Melbourne. It took 2 hours to get there.
 Chris, Zana and I went 7 Eleven and got some snacks and a slushie, while everyone else went to
Eureka Skydeck.  We walked around and caught a tram and watched a small street show while we

waited for the others. We went to China Town and Barry found a Chinese restaurant. We had
delicious Chinese food. When we were all done we went to the Princess Theatre to watch Harry Potter
and the Cursed Child. I got a seat near Mrs Carter and Zana. The show went on for 3.5 hours. It was
really awesome - their voices were very clear and the effects and sounds were amazing! When it was
finished we went back to Ballarat with most of us falling asleep on the bus, we got back at 12.45am!

-Tiana
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Kindergarten Photos 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?
Last week we had a visit from Ellie 
Rankin, a past student of both the 
Millewa Pre-School and Werrimull P-12 
School, to take our annual photos. 
Despite the miserable weather we 
managed to get outside and can't wait 
to see the fin ished result.

The kinder students have been exploring 
how to write their names as well as 
the letters of the alphabet and their 
sounds. On Friday we practiced our 
counting skills using dinosaur figurines.Parents/carers Keep an eye on your 

emails as ellie will be sending each 
family a personalised link to their 

child's gallery hopefully in the next 
week so that you can make some photo 

choices and place an order.
 



 
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY -

Zana Hounslow            8th Nov
Brody Berry                10th Nov 
Harrison Tyack           15th Nov
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NOTICES

Find current work placements and opportunities offered by employers across Victoria
There are many ways that secondary school students can connect to the world of work. 

Learn more using the links below.
https://workplacements.education.vic.gov.au/

Round 1 - Apply by 6th February, 2023, 5:00pm (AEDT) 
Round 2 – Apply by 6th April, 2023, 5:00pm (AEST)

Round 3 – Apply by 30th June, 2023, 5:00pm (AEST) 
Round 4 – Apply by 31st August, 2023, 5:00pm (AEST) 

ASPIRE YEAR 11 CONDITIONAL ENTRY PROGRAM
Applications are now open for the Aspire Year 11 Conditional Entry program. This 
program uses a student’s performance in year 11 to secure an early conditional 

offer into a range of courses at La Trobe.
 

As part of the application process, students are required to have the School
Endorsement Form completed by the designated staff member at their schools – 

either the VCE or Year 11 Coordinator (or nominee).
 

Year 11 students in 2022 moving into Year 12 in 2023 to gain a conditional offer in 
2023*

 
*Year 11 students in 2023 can apply anytime however conditional offers will not be 

issued until after they have uploaded their Year 11 results and the school 
endorsement form has been successfully completed.

 
Students can complete the application online.

https://workplacements.education.vic.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latrobe.edu.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0010%2F1388386%2FAspire-Year-11-EEP_School_endorsement_form.docx&data=05%7C01%7CSophie.Stephens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4388cb6cae0f4910fcdb08dab22c9a47%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638018201890217188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pt3q4HnD%2BwNN1qW2cWFRnn9xoFYQaHyIQuzS%2FHpNA5g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latrobe.edu.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0010%2F1388386%2FAspire-Year-11-EEP_School_endorsement_form.docx&data=05%7C01%7CSophie.Stephens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4388cb6cae0f4910fcdb08dab22c9a47%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638018201890217188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pt3q4HnD%2BwNN1qW2cWFRnn9xoFYQaHyIQuzS%2FHpNA5g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latrobe.edu.au%2Fstudy%2Faspire%2Fyear-11-conditional-entry&data=05%7C01%7CSophie.Stephens%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4388cb6cae0f4910fcdb08dab22c9a47%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638018201890217188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9V3bEvO7XP1MyaV1Z2fnVF%2BDQKEX2SQB3U0nS%2BvbDyA%3D&reserved=0

