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From the Principal 
Congratulations Chris and Misha Harris on the new arrival of their baby daughter last week. I am pleased 

to announce that all are fit and well. We sent a nice bouquet to Chris’s family on behalf of the Werrimull P-

12 community. 

Congratulations to all students for their exceptional behaviour at the swimming carnival but also for their 

willingness to have a go and do their best in their events. It was a superb day, the weather was kind and all 

went to plan with some shining stars in the pool. I would like to thank our staff for organising and running 

the day as it went very smoothly. Thank you also to Barry Beechey for cooking the BBQ lunch that went 

down very well for our hungry swimmers! Werrimull is so fortunate to have such a terrific pool. Please 

remember the pool is open after school on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3.30 pm– 5pm for our student 

but they must be in Grade 4 or have an adult accompanying them. There will be a life guard on duty at 

these times. 

Yesterday we had the Leading Image photographers here to take school photos. Once again, it was a 

perfect day and we got through the individual, family and groups/whole school photos without a hitch. 

Photos should be here at school within a few weeks, and we will certainly let you know when they arrive. 

Please mark your calendar if you would like to purchase a lunch from the pub on March 4th. We have sent 

out a menu in this newsletter. 

Many of you have seen and commented on the new lawn that we laid last week in the front of the school 

near the entrance. This had to be done to improve the area where we welcome all visitors to this great 

school. After some discussion we decided to make it part of our senior students community project. I have 

to say I was thoroughly impressed by their work ethics and willingness to get in and do the work because 

rolling out turf isn’t a walk in the park. I also feel I need to apologise for sending them home – some with 

filthy tops!! But all in all, “we” did a great job, one we can and should be very proud of. It is a bit like 

painting though, now that we have done that section, maybe we should go around the corner because it is 

looking a bit sad there too! I have included this on the agenda for the next school council meeting when it 

will be discussed. 

Please remember that we have the School Council Annual General Meeting scheduled for March 22nd. If 

you are interested in becoming more involved in your school, please let me know as we are currently 

calling for expressions of interest for nominations to council.  

School council contributes to the direction our school takes, school council is a great way of being involved 

in many aspects of your school. 

As we move forward, through the madness of Covid, we are hoping to return to a more normal, pre-covid 

life. We are planning a number of big events, There are excursions planned but more importantly, and 

requiring more planning and communication is the camps we hope to run this year. 
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CSEF Camps. Sports, Excursions 

CSEF  is  provided  by  the  Victorian  Government  to  assist  eligible  families  to  cover the  costs  of 

school trips, camps  and  sporting activities.   If you  hold  a  valid  means-tested  concession  card  or are  

a temporary  foster  parent,  you  may  be   eligible  for CSEF.  A  special  consideration  category  also  ex-

ists  for  asylum  seekers  and  refugee  families.  The  allowance  is paid  to  the school  to  use  towards  

expenses  relating  to  camps,  excursions  or  sporting  activities  for  the benefit of  your  child.  The  an-

nual  CSEF  amount  per  student  is:    $125  for  primary  school  students.     TO  APPLY:  Complete  a  

CSEF  application  form  (please  see  the  document  attached).  Sign  and  date  the  form,  and return  it  

to  the  school  office  as  soon  as  possible.  The  CSEF  process  for  2022  closes  on  June  24,  2022.  We  

will need  to  photocopy  your  Centrelink  Card  when  you  return  the  form.   For concession  card  hold-

ers,  CSEF  eligibility  will be  subject  to  the  parent/carer concession  card  being  validated successfully  

with  Centrelink  on  the  first  day  of  either  Term  1  (31  January  2022)  or  Term  2  (26 April  2022). If  

you  applied  for  the  CSEF  at  WPS  in  2021,  you  do  NOT  need  to  complete  an  application  form  in  

2022,  unless there  has  been  a  change  in  your family  circumstances.  You  only  need  to  complete  an  

application  form  if any  of the  following changes  have  occurred:   •  Changed family  circumstances,  

such  as  a  change  of custody,  change  of name  or  change  of concession card  number. For  more  infor-

mation,  please  visit  htps://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 

Professional Learning 

Stacey Lambert and Stacey McCoy are heading to Melbourne for two days to do some school visits and 

learn about Numeracy and Literacy strategies. They will specifically look into how to assess students, col-

lect data and use this to plan the curriculum to more accurately meet the needs of individual students. 

They will be in Melbourne on March 2nd and 3rd. 

 

Caroline Smith and Margaret Hall will be attending a mini conference on March 3rd and 4th to review the 

year that was in terms of what was achieved, strengths and weaknesses. This will provide a clear vision 

for what needs to be focussed on as we move into 2022. They will create a new Annual Implementation 

Plan that will provide new goals and targets for 2022. 

 

As you can see there is a lot happening, and it is actually feeling like school is getting back on track. There 

are still some Covid restrictions you are probably aware of through the media. The main one is that masks 

are to become a thing of the past except for students in Grade 3,4,5 and 6. Apparently this is because that 

is the cohort with the lowest vaccination rate. With the interaction and capacity to social distance here at 

Werrimull, mask wearing hasn’t been a big issue and I don’t think much will change for us. Distance can 

be a good thing! 

I do encourage all families to continue to be aware of any illnesses in your family and of symptoms such 

as runny nose, sore throat, cough etc. occur please let us know asap and keep your child at homer and 

test them. This is the best way to minimise risk. 

 



 Respect, Responsibility and Resilience 

 

Abby Skinner         24th February 

Grace Kelly                       3rd April 

  

 

- Dates to Remember -            

Term One     

February 2022 

 

March 2022 

Somers Camp                                 1 March - 9 March 

Labour Day Public Holiday                           14 March 

                    

COVID Vaccine 

COVID-19 third-dose vaccinations are now available to 16-17 year olds who had their second dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine three or more months ago. 

Supporting as many eligible students as we can to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as 
possible. 

Getting vaccinated is one of the most important steps we can all take to get direct protection against COVID
-19. 

How to book an appointment 

There are many convenient and accessible options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide 
vaccination clinics, your local GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including: * online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine  

* by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) * using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government Department of Health 

• In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend one of the State Vaccination Centres.https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers 

 

 

 

School Council Annual General Meeting 2022 

Please note that the AGM is scheduled for March 22nd 2022. I would like to thank the current council; 

Caroline Smith, Michelle Hunt, Debbie Petty and Anne Harding. This group have overseen and approved 

many aspects of school operations over the last twelve months, much of which has been a challenging time 

for many.  

At the AGM we will establish a new council for which there is one vacancy. If you are interested in this 
position please contact me at the school or by email james.hill@education.vic.gov.au for details and/or a 
nomination form. 
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