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I must say Werrimull students are fortunate to have such amazing resources at their fingertips, and they 
would be the envy of students in many other schools if they knew how well this school is set up. Facilities 
are wonderful at this school, and something we should all be very proud of. 
 

The Term started very well and students have settled into the routine of school life once again thanks to 
the planning of our staff who spent considerable time before students arrived getting ready for the new 
start. 
 

In 2022 we welcome Christopher Harris back to Werrimull, Tania Gaussen has joined the staff also and  will 
teach Maths replacing Viki Currie. We also have Geoff Beechey who is working in the PDT (Product, Design 
and Technology) unit. 
 

We must give a special welcome to Poppy Petty and Tavari Coff our new Preps, I’m sure their education 
will get off to a great start. 
 

In 2022 Meg Hickey will be the Early Childhood Teacher at the Millewa Pre-School on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  
 

During the summer holidays we have been kept informed of changes and updated on restrictions etc. to do 
with Covid. It seems the start of this year will continue similarly to how we ended 2021 with ventilated 
rooms encouraged by opening windows and doors. We have installed air purifiers, have sanitiser available 
throughout the school and all staff or those working at the school must be vaccinated. The Department 
policy also states that unless vaccinated you can not enter any part of the school grounds or buildings. We 
will continue to observe advice from the Departments of Education and Health in an effort to minimise risk 
of infection. 
 
This morning we had confirmation of a positive test of a student in Year 8. On arrival all staff took a test 
and I am pleased to say all were negative. If your child tests positive they are to isolate with other close 
household contacts for seven days. It is important that the school is told, as was the case today.  
 

I would like to acknowledge the welcome I have received and thank those who wished me well. I must 
mention Caroline Smith who has given so much of her time before, during and since school started to show 
and teach me many things about Werrimull P-12 School. Werrimull P-12 School is fortunate to have 
Caroline Smith as it is rare to find someone so committed to a school with such diverse knowledge and 
skills. Education at Werrimull is richer for having Caroline here. 
 

We are all looking forward to a productive year while we support students in the best learning 
environment possible. One where they can grow and learn while developing connections and making 
strong friendships. 

From the Principal 
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It has been really fantastic to see such excitement around the return to school and we want to keep it that 
way. A crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible. 
 
Alongside ventilation and other vital COVIDSafe steps such as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as 
many students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as possible. 
 
Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage par-
ents and carers to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so. The Pfizer vaccine is safe and 
recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your child from getting sick from COVID-19, help 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help ensure kids can have more time at school and playing with 
their friends. 
 
Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are delivered at 2 appointments, 8 weeks apart. Children with 
specific medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose 3 weeks after their first dose. 
 
If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly
-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022 
 
To book an appointment You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-
vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking 
 
You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 
398. 
 
You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need to use an 
email address that has not been used in the system before: https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/  
 
Helping children to get their vaccination 
Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other support 
needs. A range of options are available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs 
with the vaccination centre when you book an appointment. 
 

Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled Community Health Organisations.   Find out 
more about vaccination for kids:  
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers


 Respect, Responsibility and Resilience 

Michael Poyner       28th January 

Joey Skinner             4th February  

Oliver Tyack           15th February  

 

- Dates to Remember -            

Term One     

February 2022 

Swimming Sports  (Sorry, No Parents)  18 February 

 

March 2022 

Labour Day Public Holiday                           14 March 

                    

COVID Vaccine 

COVID-19 third-dose vaccinations are now available to 16-17 year olds who had their second dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine three or more months ago. 

Supporting as many eligible students as we can to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as 
possible. 

Getting vaccinated is one of the most important steps we can all take to get direct protection against COVID
-19. 

How to book an appointment 

There are many convenient and accessible options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide 
vaccination clinics, your local GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including: * online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine  

* by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) * using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government Department of Health 

• In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend one of the State Vaccination Centres.https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers 

 

 

 

School Council Annual General Meeting 2022 

Please note that the AGM is scheduled for March 22nd 2022. I would like to thank the current council; 

Caroline Smith, Michelle Hunt, Debbie Petty and Anne Harding. This group have overseen and approved 

many aspects of school operations over the last twelve months, much of which has been a challenging time 

for many.  

At the AGM we will establish a new council for which there is one vacancy. If you are interested in this 
position please contact me at the school or by email james.hill@education.vic.gov.au for details and/or a 
nomination form. 

mailto:james.hill@education.vic.gov.au



